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‘Need of increasing food
production stressed

VIJAYAPURA, DHNS

| exas University Vege-
| table & Fruits Depart-

ment Director Bhimu

' Patil stressed the need to

' double the food production
' to meet the requirement of

the increasing population in

' the country.

Speaking after inaugu-
rating a workshop on ‘Ag-
riculture a profession and
lifestyle’ organised at Col-
lege of Agriculture here,
he said that farming is
the best sector which sati-
ates hunger and this can be
done only by agriculture
scientists. “India is agricul-
ture-based country. It is not
enough to focus only on food
production. It has become a
challenge to produce nutri-
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tious food. Therefore, the
students should choose thjs
sector to provide food secyyr;-
ty to the nation,” he advise(.

University of Agricyl-
tural Sciences, Dharwad
Vice-Chancellor P L Patil sai(
that more students are opt-
ing for agriculture courses as
they can earn good revenue
by engaging in farming, hor-
ticulture, animal husbandry
and honey farming. There
are many graduation and PG
courses in this sector. Six uni-
versities in the State are offer-
ing different types of courses
in agriculture, he added.

Urban Development Com-
missioner Rajashekhar Dam-
bal, Agriculture Department
Joint Director William Ra-
jashekhar and others were
present.

Texas Unlversltv Vegetable & Fruits Dt!l!ii!ft""‘”‘t D"edor
Bhimu Patil inaugurates a workshop on
profession and lifestyle’ held at College Of A8
Vijayapura on Sunday. University
Dharwad Vice-Chancellor P L Patil, Urban ent
Commissioner Rajashekhar Dambal and others are preser
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MULTIPLE FLU VIRUSES

2023 HIGHLIGHTS

438 Namma clinics launched

The Karnataka government Inaugurated 438 namma clinics
across Karnataka alming to Improve accesslbility and provide
preventive facllities within people's nelghbourhoods. However,
the clinics have recelved criticlsm from experts stating that |t
Is ‘gimmicky’ and only were launched ahead of electlons to
gain a vote bank. Instead, the state must have Invested In

NAMRATA SINDWANI @Bengalury

HILE most of the
year 2023 had kept
Covid-19 pretty much
in the back of peo-
ple’s minds, a new vi-
ral mutation, JN.1, emerged
as a scare, although mild but
highly transmissible. The
new variant and the scare is
likely to take us through and
into the new year. Experts are
still researching whether the
rising number of Covid cases
are linked to the new sub-
variant, but 2023, at least to-
wards its fag end, has re-
turned the old scare back to
dominate people’s minds.

During the Covid years
(2020-early 2022), several viral
variants came into circula-
tion, but people were not ex-
posed to them due to the
lockdown.

The uncertainty of
COVID-19 emerging and rap-
idly spreading had then re-
sulted in a complete shut-
down of the entire world. As
isolation and mask-wearing
became the ‘new normal’, to
protect oneself from the vi-
rus, it weakened people’s im-
munity in the post-pandemic
era, such that after COVID-19,
a viral fever wave was ob-
served throughout the year
instead of just through the
climate-changing phases.

As viruses keep mutating,
even doctors faced difficulties
understanding the exact cause
of the flu at certain times. The
fear of Covid, which had gone
— at least from people’s minds
— 1s back now and the cases
are rising, thanks to the new
variant JN.1 in neighbouring
Kerala as well as Karnataka.
The last few days of the year
are seeing experts insisting
on people — mainly the elder-
ly, those with comorbidities
and pregnant women — wear-
ing masks and following
Covid-appropriate behaviour
(CAB) to minimise the risk of
infection.

Now, with every changing
season, some old viruses or
their mutations are circulat-
ing leading to flu-like cases.
Post-Covid, individuals are
seen building an exaggerated
immune response, which pro-
actively reacts to viruses,
causing fever or cold. The
same has contributed to a
surge in dengue/dengue-like
cases in September 2023, and
close to 60 per cent of the cas-
es have been diagnosed as
dengue-like due to a lack of
study of the dengue-causing
VIruses.

Improving the already present

Li

2023

F

Rural service not
mandatory for doctors

The state legislative assembly
passed the Karnataka
Compulsory Service by
Candidates Completed
Medical Courses (Amendment
Bill), exempting MBBS
graduates from mandatory
rural service. However, this
decision is reportedly taken to
cut down on the salary
expenses of doctors which

health infrastructure.
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K'taka Ist stata to

- launch ‘dementia
. action plan’

. In order to ensure

' preparedness for an
expected high Incidence
of dementia patlents in
India, the state declared
It a public health priority.
The actlon plan will
focus on creating public
awareness, reducing
stigma, screening high-
risk groups (above 60
years) for dementia,
providing home-based
careglver assistance, and
promoting brain health
and mental health for
overall well-being.
The state will also
maintain a registry to

takes a huge chunk in the study the prevalence
health budget. of the disease,
Single-use dlalysis centres

Single-use dialysers and an increased number of dialysis
centres were introduced to be set up across district and taluk-
level hospitals. Experts have suggested it will reduce cross-
infection among healthcare workers and patients. In case of
haemodialysis, the same equipment is used multiple times
after washing. The used dialyser and tubes have to be
cleaned after every dialysis procedure,

Especially, Bengaluru, with
an open drainage network.
provided favourable breeding
conditions for viruses and
also caused an increase in
virus-borne diseases.
Throughout 2023, the city and
the state witnessed frequent
dengue, dengue-like cases, re-
spiratory syncytial virus
(RSV) infections, viral pneu-
monia, conjunctivitis, and
gastroenteritis cases in phas-

o

EXPRESS ILLUSTRATION

es. While the weather-chang-
Ing period saw a significant
spikes in footfalls at the out-
patient departments (OPDs),
few cases were consistently
seen during other times.
Overall, 2023 has remained a
year of viral infections of dif-
ferent kinds throughout, but
now the year is exiting leav-
INg a scare that could domi-

nate minds and policies in
the days to come.
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1Y, which was not so long ago seen
testament to the sucecess of In-

d1a S start-up ecosvstem. has seen it

all during the vear -investigation
|y - L1 & -~ v N - les =
o g A E.“! Glation. .dfﬁ‘:-%ﬁdlﬁ‘ gy -
3 =t -1 C b b "
S, defaults and mass exodus at

And as the vear draws to a close,
the Byju Raveendran founded firm
1s now facing a2 new challenge - the
Board of Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) filing an insolvency peti-
ti1on aganst the erstwhile sponsor

rv now and then founder Byju
ydran held shareholders
s and took steps to keep em-
up. edtech experts
av these challenges
1bility in reading the
s1tuation and taking timely correc-
t zctlon and cutting the
cash drain.
On December 3, about 30 leaders
attended an interactive leadership

v B
o

self discussed five challenges that
the company faced in 2023. We list
nere the five challenges faced by the
compansy.

Litigation over Term Loan B

The firm secured a $1.2 billion term
ioan in November 2021. It went on
an acquisition spree and lenders
have been demanding for a full re-
fund. This challenge, according to
Bvju Raveendran. could be resolved
prst the sale of Epic, a2 subsidiary of
Byju'sinthe US

Byju's has been trving to sell US-
vased dignal reading platform Epic
that it acquired in July 2021 for $300
million. Previously the company
had acquired Osmo for $120 million,
WhiteHat Jr for $300 million, Aa-
Kash for about 81 billion. It also
pians to sell Great Learning, a pro-
lessional learning platform that it
acqulred for about $600 million. Ac-
cording to Tracxn, the company has
made 19 acquisitions so far and nine
aCquisitions n 2021 alone.

AS a Keen observer of Byju's, |
Wwas unable to understand the stra-
ieglc Intent behind their acguisi-
tions. For example, the company
was bullt for disrupting classroom
tzaching and mzking high quality
coaching possible to a wider audi-
ence through online. If this was the

ore Dusiness purpose, it baffles me
~hen By)ju's buys out Aakash,” says
Mahadevan, Partner,
Thinksynag
Thisexact business iswhat Byju's
w-as golng after originally Did they
o 11 Decause thelr core business
was not gaining traction or they
1=t wanted to build a topline quick
oy buving out the large legacy
swer If 1t 1s the former then the
«ry purpose for which Byvju's was

At s snaking and i it 1s the lat

azy short wermthinking.” adds

ranesh
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Delay in FY22 financials

After repeated delays in filings its
FY22 results with the Ministrv of
Corporate Affairs (MCA), edtech
company Byju's last month report-
ed an EBITDA loss of the core busi-
ness to Rs 2,253 crore y-0-y in FY22,
about 6% lower than Rs 2,406 crore
loss it posted in the previous vear.
However. onlv during the recent An-
nual General Meeting, its FY22
earnings were approved. BDO was
reappointed as the statutory audi-
tors of the company.

In June, its auditor- Deloitte
Haskins & Sells, the biggest audit
firm. exited with immediate effect
due to the delay in the filing of FY22
financial results. Byju's immediately
announced the appointment of BDO
(MSKA & Associates) as statutory
auditors for the year commencing
from FY22 for the next five vears.

Byju Raveendran pledged his
properties to raise funds to pay staff
salaries.

Anil Joshi, Managing Partner,
Unicorn India Ventures, says, the
edtech sector is currently going
through a challenging phase main-
ly due to the drop in online adop-
tion model and revenue. “Low in-
terest from investors is resulting in
cash flow 1ssues for growing compa-
nies with higher burn. Though
there is potential in the model but
needs to evolve post normaley in

the education sector post pandem-
ic,” Joshi adds.

ED notice

Recently, the Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) 1ssued a show-cause no-
tice to Byju's in relation to FEMA
(Foreign Exchange Management
Act)violations. According to Byju's,
the notice was related to procedural
deficiencies under FEMA and that
most of these issues have already
been addressed.

The federal probe agency had ini-
tiated Investigation on the basis of
various complaints regarding the
foreign 1investment received by the
company Think and Learn Private
Limited and the business conduct
of the company.

¢ Byju's claims it
has over 150 million
registered learmers
globally and a
presence in 120
countries

Byju Raveendran
in December said
the company will
overcome
challenges in next
three months

The founder

pledged his houses
to pay staff salaries

The company
was valued at $22
billion in July 2022,
and recently
investment
company Prosus
marked down its
valuation to less
than $3 billion

Byju's reported
an EBITDA loss of
22,253 crore in
FY22 compared to
22,406 crore

reported in FY21

Byiju's will launch
Aakash IPO by mid-
2024

Byju's has been
trying to sell
US-based digital
reading platform
Epic that it acquired
in July 2021 for
$500 million

Davidson Kempner loan

The family office of Ranjan Pai,
Manipal Education and Medical
Group Chairman, invested ¥1,400
crore in the edtech firm’s subsidi-
ary Aakash Education Services to
clear its debt to Davidson Kempner
In structured debt in May, Kempn-
er had provided the edtech compa-
ny with $250 million, but it with-
held about $100 million due to the
crisis in Byju's. Byju Raveendran
said Aakash is now set for a record-
breaking admissions season.

In June, Byju’'s announced that it
will launch the Initial Public Offer-
ing (IPO) of its subsidiary, Aakash
Education Services Limited (AESL)
mid next vear. It had said that
AESL’s revenue was on track to
reach Rs 4,000 crore with an EBIT-
DA of Rs 900 crore in the fiscal year
2023-24. With over 325 centres, Aa-
kash serves over 400,000 students
across the country.

Resource optimisation

One of the challenges of the edtech
company is the need to tackle re-
source optimisations to achieve
profitability at the group level. After
taking over as the India CEQO of the
edtech firm in September, Arjun
Mohan started a business restruc-
turing exercise to simplify operat-
Ing structures, reduce the cost base
and better cash flow management.

The edtech firm is now focusing
on Byju's 3.0, which is about deep
tech driven personalisation with
the right approach and accountabil-
ity to sales. The company has been
laying off many employees, and in
September, as part of its restructur-
ing exercise under Arjun Mohan, it
started firing about 4,000 employ-
ees. Gaurav VK Singhvi, co-founder
of We Founder Circle, says the next
two quarters might still be bit
bumpy for edtech sector. “However:
come April 2024, we are gearing up
for a positive turnaround in the
world of edtech. While we brace
ourselves for a short-term dip, the
horizon is painted with the colours
of growth and resurgence,”
he adds.
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A day of the young guns as Anmol proves too
hot for Ashmita and Tanvi outlasts Isharani

The 16-year-old and 15-year-old will vie for the women's tide; in the men's semifinal, Tharun passes the Bharat test and Chirag stuns Kiran

NATL. BADMINTON

K. Keerthivasan
GUWAHATI

he women's sin-
gles finalists are
just 16 and 15 at

the 85th senior National
badminton  champion-
ships here.

On Saturday, the 16-
yvear-old Anmol Kharb of
Haryana, the reigning un-
der-17 girls” champion,
showed confidence and
maturity beyond her age
1o stun second seed Ash-
mita Chahha ol Petro-
leum 21-17, 2119 while the
15-year-old Tanvi Sharma
of Punjab overcame a spi-
nted challenge from As
sam’s Isharani Baruah to
win 21-15, 20-22, 21-14.

Telangana’s M. Tha-
run, who faced his hirst
big test, scripted a 21411,
16-21, 2119 victory over
Bharat Raghav of Harya:
na in the men’'s singles
semifinals.

Prodigy: The 16 year-old Anmol showed maturity beyond her age. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Tharun, seeded
fourth, will face Chirag
Sen of Indian Railways af-
ter the latter produced an
outstanding display to get
past second seed Kiran
George of RV 2118, 21-18.

Bharat was subdued
throughout the first game
and only in the second

period of the second hall

did he start attacking with
vigour.
In the third, Tharun

led 20-17 but received a
yellow card tor delaying
things.

At 20-18, he protested a
line call and hit a fore-
hand long. Just when it
looked like he would lose

his cool, Tharun finished
the contest with a fore-
hand crosscourt winner.

Chirag made too many
untorced errors in the
first game as he took time
to settle down.

He, however, found his
rhythm when it mattered
most and entered his mai-
den final.

Exceptional effort

It was an exceptional
effort from Chirag to keep
a player of Kiran's calibre
quiet.

The tormer's smashes
were mostly on target,
rattling the latter.

In the women's semifi-
nal, Anmol pushed Ash-
mita to all corners of the
court. She was dictated
most ol the ralhies trom
the back ot the court and
was also sharp at the net.

Ashnnta nude it worse
for hersell by committing
oo many untorced er-
rors. Barring . tew power-
tul crosscourt smashes,
she couldn’t do much and

made an exit.

The results (semifinals):

Men: Singles: M. Tharun (TS) bt
Bharat Raghav (Har) 21-11

16-21, 21-19; Chirag Sen (Rlys) bt
Kiran George (RBI) 21-18, 21-18,

Doubles: P Vishnuvardhan Goud
& G. Krishna Prasad (TS) bt
Harnharan Amsakarunan & R
Ruban kumar (TN) 21-16, 21-12,
K. Pruthvi Roy & Sura) Geala
(Asm) bt P. Naveen & V. Lokesh
(TN) 21-12,21-16

Women: Singles: Anmol Kharo
(Har) bt Ashmita Chaliha (Pet)
21-17, 21-19; Tanwi Sharma (Pun
bt Ishrani Baruah (Asm) 21-15,
20-22, 2114

Doubles: Ritika Thaker & Simran
Singhi (Mah) bt P. Amrutha &
Pranjal Prabhu Chimulkar (Kar!
21-11, 21-11, Priva Dewi
Konjenbgam & Sruti Mishra (UP)
bt Mrunmayee Deshpande &
Prerana Alvekar (Mah) 21-13,
21-11

Mixed doubles: Dhruy kapila
\Pun) & Tamisha Crasto (Goa) bt
Deep Rambhiya & Akshya
Warang (Mah) 21-11, 21-13, Nitin
Rumar & Navdha Manglam (Del)
bt H. V. Nithin (Kar) & K.

Maneesha (RBI) 10-21, 21-18.
2119



FC Goa runs rampant, slots home
four past hapless Mohun Bagan

ISL-10

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

FC Goa produced a fine
display of attacking foot-
ball to outclass defending
champion Mohun Bagan
SG 4-1'1n an ISL-10 fixture at
the Salt Lake Stadium here
on Saturday. The masterly
performance saw Goa con-
solidate its position at the
top of the table with 23
points from nine matches.

Bagan suffered its se-
cond successive loss to re-
main on 19 points from
nine outings.

Goa took control of the
proceedings quite early
and found the break-
through in the 10th minute
as winger Noah Sadaouj
netted a penalty. With sus-
pensions and injuries tak-
INg away more quite a few
of 1ts regulars, Bagan
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Early breakthrough: Noah, right, scores from the spot

couldn’t contain the visi-
tors.

Goa doubled the lead in
the 42nd minute when Vic-
tor Rodriguez played a 1-2
with Carl McHugh inside
the Bagan box, creating the
opportunity and finding
the target too.

Bagan’s defence faltered
again, this time in added
minutes, allowing Noah

¥

the space inside the box.
The American made no
mistake, scoring with an
angular shot.

Down 0-3, the Kolkata
giant tried desperately to
make a comeback. Its ef-
fort bore fruit as it pulled
one back before the
breather through Dimitri
Petratos’ free-kick.

In the second half, Ba-

gan struggled again while
Goa added another goal.

Substitute Carlos Marti-
nez found the target from
the spot to cap a memora-
ble night for Goa.

The result:

Mohun Bagan 1 (Petratos 45+7)
lost to FC Goa 4 (Sadaoui 10-pen
& 45+3, Rodriguez 42, Martinez
90+1-pen).



Harmanpreet leads fightback,
sets up an exciting final day

In the final hour of the third day’s play. when nothing seemed to be working, the India captain brings herself into the attack

and scalps two quick wickets to break the visitors' momentum; Healy's Australia finishes at 233 for five, a slender lead of 46

AUSTRALIA IN INDIA

Shayan Acharya
MUMBAI
er arms out-
stretched like

wings, Harman-
preet Kaur sprinted to-
wards her teammates as a
few hundred spectators
chanted her name at the
Wankhede Stadium on
Saturday.

It was the final hour of
third day’s play and the In-
dian captain brought her-
self into the attack in the
72nd over as nothing
seemed to be working for
her bowlers with Tahlia
McGrath (73, 177b, 10x4)
and Alyssa Healy (32, 101b,
1x4) consolidating Austra-
lia’s innings.

There was a huge appeal
on the first delivery, but
the DRS confirmed that the
ball was sliding down leg,
giving McGrath a sigh of re-
lief. However, three balls
later, the Australian No. 4's
efforts to defend led to the
ball rolling onto the
stumps. With that, Har-
manpreet (2 for 23) not on-
ly broke the 66-run part-
nership, but also brought
India back into the game.
Late strikes led to Australia
ending the day at 233 for
five in its second innings,
with a slender lead of 46
runs in the one-off Test.

Harmanpreet bowled
rnine overs at a stretch, and
i1y betrween, sparks flew
with India appealing for
obsrrucung the field when
Cuelded herself
b1y d HHTIII&H’I{.}IEH
Guow The amipires ryled

Heals
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Golden arm: Harmanpreet broke Australia’s resistance, sending back McGrath. EMMANUAL YOGINI

in the Australian captain’s
favour, even though she
missed a sweep and was
trapped in front by her In-
dian counterpart shortly
after.

Those quick wijckets
broke the momentum for
the touring team, which
dominated the first two
sessions.

Resuming on 376 for 7,
India could add just 30
runs 1o its tally before be-
Ing bundled out 35 mi-
nutes into the day. Though
Pooja  Vastrakar struck
three fours early on, she
fell three short of her mai-
den Test fifty as Australian
bowlers Kim Garth and An-
nabel Sutherland executed

the short-ball
perfection.

Deepti Sharma, 0o,
failed to extend her stay
and was cleaned up by
Garth.

On a rather placid sur-
face, Australian openers
looked at ease before Richa
Ghosh’s direct throw found
Beth Mooney well short of
her crease, and soon,
Phoebe Litchfield depart-
ed after misjudging the
length of a Sneh Rana
delivery.

Even though Australia
looked in a spot of bother
at 56 for 2, it turned things
around in the second ses-
sion and the Indian bow-
lers were made to toil.

plan to

McGrath joined forces with
Ellyse Perry and batted for
25 overs and forged a cru-
cial 84-run stand for the
third wicket. Making the
most of a couple of re-
prieves, the pair looked
strong before Rana re-
moved Perry.

However, McGrath con-
tinued her dogged batting
display, went past yet
another fifty and built a so-
lid partnership with cap-
tain. Healy. The duo
seemed to be in no hurry
and made the most of a few
lifelines to solidify the in-
nings. They looked set to

extend the lead before Har-
manpreet  helped India
hight back.

SCOREBOARD
v

Australia — 1st innings:
219.1n 77.4 overs.

India — 1st innings: Shafali
Varma lbw b Jonassen 40 (59b,
8x4), Smriti Mandhana run out 74
(106b, 12x4), Sneh Rana b
Gardner 9 (57b, 1x4), Richa Ghosh
¢ Gardner b Garth 52 (104D, 7x4),
Jemimah Rodrigues ¢ Sutherland
b Gardner 73 (121b, 9x4),
Harmanpreet Kaur Ibw b Gardner
0(2b), Yastika Bhatia lbw b
Gardner 1 (7b), Deepti Sharma b
Garth 78 (171b, 9x4), Pooja
Vastrakar c Garth b Sutherland 47
(126D, 7x4), Renuka Singh ¢
Gardner b Sutherland 8 (9b, 2x4),
Rajeshwari Gayakwad (not out) 0
(1b); Extras (b-15, |[b-5, nb-4); 24,
Total (in 126.3 overs): 406.

Fall of wickets: 1-90 (Shafali,
16.4 overs), 2-140 (Sneh, 34.5),
3-147 (Sminiti, 38.4), 4-260 (Richa,
69.9), 5-261 (Harmanpreet, 70.2),
6-205 (Yastika, 72.3),7-274
(Jemimah, 78.4), 8-396 (Pooja,
122.6), 9-402 (Deepti, 1255).

Australia bowling: Cheatle
9-3-23-0, Garth 14-2-58-2, Perry
4-0-31-0, Gardner 41 7-100-4,
Jonassen 18-4-42-1, Sutherland
11.3-2-41-2, King 19-1-69.0,
McGrath 10-2 22-0.

Australia — 2nd innings: Beth
Mooney run out 33 (37b, 7x4),
Phoebe Litchfield b Sneh 18 (44b,
2x4), Ellyse Perry c Yastika b Sneh
45 (91b, 5x4), Tahlia McGrath b
Harmanpreet 73 (177b, 10x4),
Alyssa Healy Ibw b Harmanpreet
32(101b, 1x4), Annabel
Sutherland (batting) 12 (67b,
1x4), Ashleigh Gardner (batting) 7
(23b, 1x4); Extras (b-10, Ib-3) 13:
Total (for five wkts. in 90 overs)
233,

Fall of wickets: 1 49 (Mooney.
11.5), 2-56 (Litchfield, 13 5), 3-140
(Perry, 42.4), 4-206 (McGr ath,
715),5-221 (Healy, 79 4)

India bowling: Renuka 2 3 22 0,
Pooja 8-0-36 0, Sneh 17 3 54 2
Deepli 19-5-30 0, Rajeshwar
27-10-420, Jemimah 2 0 13 0
Harmanpreet 50 24 2

|
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Dhoni to resume training in
the next few weeks: CSK CEO

The former India skippe
ttle in the 2023 edition:

IPL

S. Dipak Ragav
CHENNAI

hennai Super Kings
skipper M.S. Dhoni
is set to resume

training in the next few
weeks as part of his prepa-
ration for the 2024 IPL, ac-
cording to the franchise’s
(10, K.S. Viswanathan.
The former India skip-
per underwent surgery on
his left knee after leading
the Super Kings to a fifth
IPL title earlier this year.
The 42-year-old was often
seen sporting knee strap-
ping during the 2023 edi-
tion and struggled a bit, es-
pecially while running
between the wickets

Giving an update about
Dhoni’s fitness, Viswanath-
an said, “He is domg well
now. He has started his re-
hab and is working in the
gym. And. probably in
another 10 days, he will al-
so start working in the
nets.”

“With the season set 1o
start around March 22, we
are planning for a camp In
Chennai by the first week

¢ March,” the CEO added
he sidelines 0! the
n of the Jumor Super

- underwent surgery on his left knee after leading Super Kings to a hfth
viewanathan feels the franchise pretty much got all players it targeted

| am back! Dhoni will start working in the nets soon. FILE PHGTO: K. MURALI KUMAR

Kings inter-school tourna-
ment on Saturday.

Earlier this week, the
player auction for the 2024
season was held in Dubai,
and the Super Kings added
six players to thelir roster as
they prepare to defend
their title.

When asked whether
the team got its preferred
picks at the auction, Viswa-
nathan said, “We pretty
much got all our targets.
We were planning for Dad
ryl Mitchell. We thought
Mustafizur Rahman would
be a good bet at our Che-
pauk wicket, with the big

side boundaries.

“These  were  our
thoughts, but we were not
sure whether we would be
able to get them. Luckily, it
was a good auction for us
this time.”

On the decision to
spend %8.4 crore for un-
capped batter Sameer Riz-
vi, Viswanathan said, “Sa-
meer Rizvi was a targeted
player for many of the fran-
chises. We were probably a
bit lucky in getting him. If
youl look at it, we were try-
INg to get a replacement for
Ambati Rayudu. We didn’t
have enough players with

that kind of experience to
bid for any of them. So, we
thought it was better to go
in for a youngster who has
the promise.”

For the future

“I am not saying this just
because we have picked
him, he will be the next
best. But the opportunity
is there for that. Last year,
we got Shaik Rasheed,
Nishant Sindhu and Raj-
vardhan Hangargekar So.
we are also trying to build
the team for the future
which will help us in the
longer run,” he explained
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